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DATA PROTECTION
Your personal details are held on a computer belonging to an officer of the Coombe Abbey
Woodturners. Your details are purely for the use of the Club, and are not passed to any third
party. If you object to your name, address and telephone number being held on a computer
belonging to an officer of the Club, then please write to any member of the committee.

HEALTH & SAFETY NOTICE

Woodturning can be dangerous! Always follow the manufacturers’ instructions and safety
advice when operating power tools. Never try the techniques shown at our demonstrations or
in our Newsletter if you are unsure or the procedure does not feel safe. Always use the
guarding and other safety equipment.

The Club takes reasonable care to operate and instruct in a safe manner and strongly recom-
mends all members to follow the Club’s Health and Safety rules and the guidance notes that
the AWGB issue in their Revolutions magazine from time to time.

Committee Members and Contacts

Chairman,Treasurer
  & Membership Secretary Lee Cartwright
Vice Chairman   Giles Headley
Secretary & Library Custodian Peter Orange
Events Secretary   Patrick Byrne
Newsletter & Web Site Editor Rob Sheehan
    Graham Ball
    Graham Cashmore
    Rod Young
    Phil Steele
    Graham Hudspith

Training Coordinator  Michael Archer

Website: https://www.coombeabbeywoodturners.org

Copy Deadline for the September 2025 issue of the Newsletter is:-
Wednesday 24th August 2025

Please forward your News, Stories and Photographs to:-
  Robert Sheehan- Newsletter Editor -
  M: 07905 185122. E-mail: robsheehan@virginmedia.com

© Copyright Coombe Abbey Woodturning Club 2025
The content of this newsletter must not be copied or reproduced without the written

permission of the newsletter editor.

https://www.coombeabbeywoodturners.org
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From the Editor

the pictures as I couldn’t make the demo.

I have also included a brief description
and pictures from my visit to The Society
of Ornamental Turners meeting in
Uxbridge, London.

Our next demonstration is on Saturday
6th September when Giovanni Deida will
be giving us a Scroll Saw masterclass. If
you have a dusty scroll saw in your
workshop, this may be an opportunity to
make some saleable items for the charity
cabinet.

If you have any raffle tickets (sold or
unsold), please return them to Gill as the
raffle will be drawn on Monday 25th
August bank holiday. We will also be
opening the workshop as often as
possible on Saturdays/Sundays leading
up to the holiday, to sell more tickets.

The Chestnut Products Woodturning
Weekender is being held at Steam,
Swindon on Saturday 9th & Sunday 10th
August. I’m going, are you?

Regards
Rob
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In this issue, you will
find some pictures from
Phil Steele’s Windsor
Chair demonstration.
Thanks to Lee for taking
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Editor’s Jottings
Lee is very busy at the moment, so I’m filling in this month.
Our next demo is Giovanni Deida on Saturday 6th September. His scroll saw
master class is always well received.

This Sunday, 3rd August, the club is having a stall at Town Thorns Nursing
Home, Brinklow Road, Easenhall, Rugby, CV23 0JE. Set-up is from 9:30 and
the event runs from 11:30 to 3:30. Volunteers please to help set up two gazebos
and the pole lathe. Also to sell items and raffle tickets.

Chestnut Products are running their Woodturning Weekender in Swindon, on
Saturday 9th and Sunday 10th August. Four professional demonstrators, trade
stands and local clubs. I’m going, are you? See page 21.

Henry Taylor Tools are holding an open day on Sunday 31st August at their
Sheffield works. I’m planning to go. Are you? See page 19.

Rob

Places to Visit over the Summer Holidays
Chatham Dockyard, Kent.

Lifeboats, ships and
submarines to visit as well
as the longest building in the
country where they make
rope.
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One Line Philosopher:
“Creative ideas do not spring from groups. They spring from individuals.”

Alfred Whitney Griswold 1957

Don Kildin’s Rolls Royce Model

A magnificent model of a Rolls Royce Silver Ghost. Wooden model with real
leather seats. No Spirit of Ecstasy as Don said that was only introduced on later
models.
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Record Power (A Company Profile)

Record Power has a long and impressive history. Established in Sheffield,
the heart of the UK’s steel industry, and stretching back over 100 years,
we enjoy an enviable reputation for creating high quality tools through
our many years of experience and unparalleled knowledge in manufac-
turing and design. Our policy of continual improvement and development
has seen us remain at the forefront of tool manufacturing whilst also
acquiring and developing such brands as Coronet of Derby, Burgess from
Leicester, the industrial brand Startrite and CamVac.

The Record Power head office, manufacturing facility and distribution
centre is still located in Sheffield and from this base we also design and
manufacture a growing number of Record Power and CamVac products.
Our commitment to British-made products has been recognised by our
membership of the Made in Sheffield and Made in Britain organisations.

Record Power Ltd, Centenary House, 11 Midland Way,
Barlborough Links, Derbyshire S43 4XA

Tel: 01246 571 020
For more information visit https://www.recordpower.co.uk/

I am very pleased to welcome Record Power once again as a sponsor of
this monthly Newsletter magazine. Over all the competition, we chose a
Record Power Coronet Envoy lathe for the workshop upgrade. The
quality, performance and package deal made Record Power the easy
choice for the new workshop lathe. The workshop is also equipped with
a Record Power band saw and several CamVac extractors.

Editor

This Month’s Newsletter Sponsor
Record Power
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Windsor Chair Making
Phil Steele 12/7/25

Pictures by Lee Cartwright

A Windsor chair is a chair built with a solid
wooden seat into which the chair back and legs
are tenoned into drilled holes. Other styles of
chairs have the back legs and back uprights
continuous. The seats of Windsor chairs are

often carved into a shallow dish shape for comfort. Traditionally, the legs,
stretchers, and uprights (or spindles) were usually turned on a pole lathe.
Spindles may also be carved, using drawknives and spokeshaves. The
back and sometimes the arm pieces are formed from steam bent pieces of
wood.

Historically, the manufacture of Windsor chairs
was in Buckinghamshire, with High Wycombe
becoming the centre of production.

Traditionally, three types of craftsmen were
involved in the construction of a Windsor chair.
The chair bodger, an itinerant craftsman who
worked in the woods and made the legs and
stretchers, on a pole lathe. The benchman who
worked in a small town or village workshop and
would produce the seats, backsplats and other
sawn parts. Finally, the framer would take the
components produced by the bodger and the
benchman and would assemble and finish the
chair.

Phil ready to start turning a chair leg on his
home-made pole lathe. Wet, straight-grained
timber (e.g. Ash) is used after being roughed to
size using an axe and draw knife.
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Windsor Chair making - continued

Drilling the legs for the stretchers. Having
drilled the holes, Phil measures the length of
the stretcher.

Turning a stretcher on a powered lathe.

Fitting the legs and stretchers into the angled seat
holes.
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Windsor Chair making - continued

Above: the assembled seat, legs and stretchers.

Below: Chair with steam-bent arms/back and backrest spindles.
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Windsor Chair making - continued

Drilling the arm rest to fit the support spindles.

Curved draw knife.

Spokeshave from above and below.
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Windsor Chair making - continued

The finished Child-size Windsor Chair
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Society of Ornamental Turners
By Rob Sheehan 12/7/2025

Back in May, I joined the society of Ornametal
Turners (SOT) after seeing them and SOT/club
member Malcolm Thorpe at Woodworks at Daventry.
I attended my first meeting on Saturday 12th. They
meet in Uxbridge, London as well as holding Zoom
meetings. The meeting started after a very nice buffet lunch (cost £8).
After the usual notices etc., Gerry Marlow was introduced. He gave a
talk on his home-built Rose Engine. He and other members of the SOT
had also brought along pieces of their work. After the demo (& another
tea break), they held an auction of about 160 lots. Most went for a few
pounds but a set of Holtzapffel cutters sold for £400. I bought seven lots
for a total of £50.

This is another of Gerry Marlow’s Rose Engines (RE). In the centre,
you can see the workpiece held in a chuck. The chuck is driven by a
stepper motor at the front of the head stock. The head stock can rock left
to right driven by the Roses seen on the right hand side. The tool rest on
the left hand side can move in an X/Y direction. Another motor drives a
tiny cutter via a drive belt.
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Rear view of the Rose Engine. On the left hand side is a cam that runs
against the selected Rose, and rocks the head stock. Selecting a different
Rose, allows a different pattern to be cut. In the middle, is a self
advance mechanism. Each rotation of the head stock also advances the
cutter into the workpiece.
This RE lacks one feature found on Gerry’s other RE, a pumping action.
This moves the head stock forward and backward (as well as left and
right). The pumping action is also driven by a Rose and enables 3D
shapes to be created.

Top view
showing the
motor driven
cutter holder
(right middle)
and the self
advance
(bottom
middle).
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X-Y cross-slide for moving
the cutting frame into
position.
Self advance is driven via
pulleys and drive belts from
the main chuck motor.

Self advance mechanism for
automatically moving the cutter
into the workpiece as the piece
rotates.
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The Roses and the cam bearing that rocks the head stock left and right.
A number of Roses are mounted together so that a simple movement of
the cam can change the pattern to be cut. Very often, a pattern row will
be repeated with an offset to the previous row. Rather than manually
rotate the Rose to create the offset, Gerry mounts two identical Roses,
one offset to the other.
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Some of Gerry Marlow’s work
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Engine Turning (a form of OT) on
Silver done by John Moorhouse
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More items on display at the meeting.
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Above right & left:
Selection of Bill Jones’ tools.

Right & bottom:
Selection of auction items.



Items For Sale

Disclaimer
The club is not responsible for any item appearing on these pages. The
buyer and seller must make their own arrangements as to the condition,
suitability, delivery, payment and price etc.

Diamond Scroll Saw for sale
Former Chairman of Hinckley Woodturning Club, Brian Hartwell, has a
Diamond Scroll Saw for sale. Price £65.

31
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Members’ Work on Display at Phil’s Demo
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Members’ Work on Display at Phil’s Demo
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Workshop Teaching
Dave Hyde recently came in for his third lesson and joined us as a club
member. Dave brought in his own bowl blank, with instructions from his
wife to make a piece having a turned-in rim. We used regular bowl
gouges, Simon Hope hollowing tools, and scrapers to produce a nicely
proportioned bowl. It was reversed and turned to remove the mounting
tenon, leaving a noggin to carve/sand away by hand. Having established
that the bowl would be kept for decoration and not used for food, the
piece was finished with sanding sealer and WoodWax 22.

Cheers

Giles
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Workshop Teaching

Dexter turned an Ash bowl.
Tutor Rob Sheehan.

Glen turned a Sapele bowl.
Tutor Lee Cartwright



36

Notices
New (Trainee) Members of the Club

Each new trainee will be offered the chance to attend two
demonstrations Free-Of-Charge.

Tutors, please tell your student about the above offer.
- by order of the committee 26/1/25

Booking Training Sessions
Michael Archer is now handling all training session bookings.

Please phone him on 02476 448311.
Do not book a session without Michael’s prior agreement.

Coombe Library
New books & DVDs have been added to the Coombe Library. See Peter
Orange  if you want to borrow a book. From time to time, Peter will bring
the books to demonstrations.

https://www.hinckleywoodturners.org.uk/
http://www.tudor-rose-turners.co.uk/index.html
https://wmwoodturners.org.uk/
https://westnorthantswoodturners.co.uk/
https://www.trentvalleywoodturners.co.uk/
https://www.trentvalleywoodturners.co.uk/contact/
https://heartofenglandwoodturners.weebly.com/
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Activities of other clubs in the Midlands area
As a matter of courtesy and to ensure that there is space available to accommodate
members wishing to visit other clubs demo’s, please use the contact telephone
number where shown.

North Warwickshire & Hinckley Woodturners
Tuesday August 5 Hands-On Mice
Tuesday August 19 Demo Ian Ethel

Contact Rob Sheehan 07905185122
—------------------------------------------------------

Tudor Rose Woodturners
Thursday 14 August Will Stewart
Thursday 28 August Rob Till Demonstration

Contact Colin Smith 07939-004375 communications@tudor-rose-turners.co.uk
—------------------------------------------------------

West Midlands Woodturners
Sunday 17th August Demonstration – Stephen Kearvell

Contact  Chris Jones 07580 195561  crjones5691@gmail.com
—------------------------------------------------------

West Northants Woodturners

Wednesday 6th August Roger Gilbert
Wednesday 20th August Hands-On

Contact  Tom Donnely 01327 349093
—------------------------------------------------------

Trent Valley Woodturners

Wednesday TBD

Contact  Ian Ethell https://www.trentvalleywoodturners.co.uk/contact/
—------------------------------------------------------

Heart of England Woodturners

Friday August 8th        Mick Hanbury Demo

Contact  Giles Dugmore (Chair)​ 0779 2424775

https://www.hinckleywoodturners.org.uk/
http://www.tudor-rose-turners.co.uk/index.html
https://wmwoodturners.org.uk/
https://westnorthantswoodturners.co.uk/
https://www.trentvalleywoodturners.co.uk/
https://www.trentvalleywoodturners.co.uk/contact/
https://heartofenglandwoodturners.weebly.com/
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Coombe Woodturners Branded Items for Sale
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Clarification to the above notice:

The charge does NOT apply to tutors who are teaching a student, nor to
committee members when attending a committee meeting.

Workshop Notice
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Calendar of Events 2025

Coming up
TBD

Next Meeting
Scroll Saw Masterclass with Giovanni Deida

Saturday September 6th. 10 am - 4 pm Walsgrave Baptist Church

Meeting Locations:
(W) Walsgrave Baptist Church, 10am - 4pm

Hinckley Road, Coventry, CV2 2EX.

(S) Shilton Village Hall, 6:30pm - 9pm
Wood Lane, Shilton, CV7 9JZ

 (C) Coombe Abbey Workshop 10am - 12 noon, 1pm - 3pm
Brinklow Rd, Coventry CV3 2AB

Month Date Day Location Event
Jan 4 Sat W AGM 10am Start

18 Sat C Segment making. Graham Ball
Feb 21 Fri S Snail, Paddy Byrne
Mar 15 Sat W Paul Hannaby
Apr 6 Sun Daffodil Festival

25 Fri S Segmentation. Bill Nicholson
18 -
21

Fri -
Mon

C Easter Festival of Crafts

May 09/
10/

Fri/Sat Woodworks At Daventry

17 Sat C Hands-On Sharpening
July 12 Sat W Phil Steele Windsor Chair
Sept 6 Sat W Scroll Saw. Giovanni Deida
Nov 15 Sat W TBD
Dec 13 Sat W Christmas Party


